application, the file history of the earlier parent application indicates it was abandoned 
May 12, 2001, more than a year prior to the filing of the 6 249 patent. (See attached file 
history, tabs 2 and 3). 

First, Examiner cites the '249 patent as disclosing "a second compartment (20) for 
containing speaker means (21)." No portion of the parent application discloses a second 
compartment containing a speaker means. In fact, the parent application states that "two 
speakers 22 and 24 are mounted inside the backpack with protective metal screens on the 
outside." (Tab 1, page 6, 11. 1-2, emphasis added). 

Second, Examiner cites the '249 patent as disclosing "the second compartment 
(20) is detachably [sic] from the first compartment (10) (see fig. 4)." Applicant presumes 
that Examiner intended to state that the second compartment was "detachably removable 
from" the first compartment. Proceeding under this assumption, no portion of the parent 
application discloses a second compartment detachably removable from the first 
compartment. Applicant reiterates that the parent application discloses that "two 
speakers 22 and 24 are mounted inside the backpack with protective metal screens on the 
outside." (Tab 1, page 6, 11. 1-2, emphasis added). 

Third, Examiner cites the '249 patent as further disclosing "[w]ire take-up means 
(col. 3, lines 65-67, col. 4, lines 1-5) which the wire (28) may be wrapped [sic]." No 
portion of the parent application discloses a wire take-up means around which the wire 
may be wrapped. Because the speakers in the parent application are mounted inside the 
backpack, there is no suggestion of a need for a wire take-up means. The parent 
application simply discloses that "Velcro cable flags 1 12 keep the sound source cable and 
the speaker cables secure and covered, as shown in Figure 21." (Tab 1, page 8, 11. 19-21). 



In summary, even assuming that the filing date of the '249 patent is prior to the 
abandonment of the parent application, as the cited disclosures from the '249 patent were 
not present in the parent application upon which it claims priority, those disclosures are 
not prior art under 35 U.S.C. §§ 102 (b) or (e), as such disclosures occurred after the 
filing date of the present application. 

As claims 10 through 12 of the present application depend from claim 9, 
Examiner's present rejections need not be addressed. 



In view of the foregoing, Applicant respectfully requests that a timely Notice of 
Allowance be issued in this case. 

Respectfully submitted, 

RODEY, DlCKASON, SLOAN, AKIN & ROBB, PA 



DeWitt M. Morgan 
Reg. No. 26,488 
Agent for Applicant 

Rodey Dickason Sloan Akin & Robb, PA 
P. O. Box 1888 

Albuquerque, NM 87103-1888 
(505) 768-7375 
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ABSTRACT 

A backpack that has an entertainment system built into it. In one aspect of the 
invention the backpack has speakers, permanently mounted into the sides of the 
backpack: The backpack is configured to hold a conventional audio player, such as a 
portable CD, radio or MD player. In another aspect of the invention, the backpack is 
configured to contain a power supply system to drive the speakers that are in the 
backpack. In another aspect of the invention the backpack includes a storage location for 
extra discs. As a result, users who may routinely carry a backpack for other purposes 
may listen to high quality audio without the use of earphones and without having to strap 
on a portable entertainment system. The user may also keep a supply of discs in the 
backpack disc storage and will not need to carry a separate disc carrier. 
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BACKPACK ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 
5 The present application claims priority based on provisional application Serial 

Number 60/1 80,491 filed on February 4, 2000. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention relates to the field of entertainment systems, and more 
1 0 particularly to a backpack having an audio entertainment system. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
As audio and video entertainment systems have become smaller, they have also 
become lighter and easier to carry round. The smaller and more portable audio and video 
1 5 systems generally require the use of headphones. However, many people prefer to listen 
to music through speaker systems and not headphones. Also, headphones have other 
limitations, for example, when more than one person desires to listen to the audio, or 
when the wearing of headphones may interfere with other activities. Unfortunately, 
conventional small and lightweight entertainment systems are simply too small to house 
20 the speakers and power supply necessary to produce acceptable audio quality so they 
must rely on headphones. The currently popular portable entertainment systems that do 
have high quality speaker systems are too bulky and heavy to be easily carried around. 

Thus, there is need for an entertainment system that is easily carried and which 
includes a speaker system that produces high quality audio so that headphones are not 



always necessaiy. 

Also, current portable entertainment systems, while being small and light are 
cumbersome to carry around. They must be carried by hand or attached to the person in 
some manner. This is inconvenient and may interfere with certain activities. Thus, there 
5 is a need for a portable entertainment system that is easy to carry and which can be 
attached to the user with a minimum of effort. 

In addition, currently popular portable CD and DVD discs players only hold a 
single disc so extra discs must be carried separately from the disc player. Thus, if the 
user desires to use more than one disc, a separate disc carrier must be carried or attached 
10 to the user. Consequently, there is a need for a convenient way to cany discs along with 
a portable disc player that is easy to attach to the user and does not interfere with the 
user's activities. 



SUMMARY OF THE fNVFNTTOM 
1 5 A backpack that has an entertainment system built into it. In one aspect of the 

invention the backpack has speakers permanently mounted into the sides of the 
backpack. The backpack is configured to hold a conventional audio player, such as a 
portable CD, radio or MD player. In another aspect of the invention, the backpack is 
configured to contain a power supply system to drive the speakers that are in the 
20 backpack. In another aspect of the invention the backpack includes a storage location for 
extra discs. 



As a result, users who may routinely carry a backpack for other purposes may 
listen to high quality audio without the use of earphones and without having to strap on a 
portable entertainment system. The user may also keep a supply of discs in the backpack 
disc storage and will not need to carry a separate disc carrier. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
Figure 1 shows a drawing of a backpack in accordance with one embodiment of 
the invention. 

Figure 2 shows another view of the backpack in Figure 1 . 

Figure 3 shows an additional view of the backpack in Figure 1. 

Figure 4 shows a view of the inside of the top opening flap of the backpack in 
accordance with one embodiment of the invention. 

Figure 5 shows the audio player compartment with a removable CD case inside of 
the backpack in accordance with one embodiment of the invention. 

Figure 6 shows the outside of a CD pocket attached to the backpack of the 
invention. 

Figure 7 shows the inside of the CD pocket shown in Figure 6. 
Figure 8 shows a carrying handle attached to the backpack of the invention. 
Figure 9 shows CD pockets inside the removable CD carrying case shown in 
Figure 5. 

Figure 10 shows a tag inside the backpack for keeping personal information. 
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Figure 1 1 shows the inside compartment of the backpack shown in Figure 1. 

Figure 12 shows a nylon pull tab attached to the main compartment zipper of the 
backpack shown in Figure 1 . 

Figure 13 shows the shoulder strap of the backpack shown in Figure 1 . 

Figure 14 shows a remote control unit clipped to the accessory strap of the 
backpack in Figure 1. 

Figure 15 shows a strap for carrying a skateboard on the backpack in Figure 1. 

Figure 16 shows an access opening to the battery compartment of the amplifier in 
accordance with the invention. 

Figure 17 shows an access opening to the power side of the amplifier in 
accordance with the invention. 

Figure 18 shows the battery door of the amplifier in accordance with the 
invention. 

Figure 19 shows the amplifier unit in accordance with the invention. 
Figure 20 shows a voltage converter for the backpack in accordance with the 
invention. 

Figure 21 shows a Velcro cable flag to position the cables in accordance with the 
invention. 

Figure 22 shows an elastic cord control strap inside the multi-player compartment 
of the backpack in Figure 1 . 

Figure 23 shows the multi-player compartment with a MD player installed in 



accordance with the invention. 

Figure 24 shows an angle adapter attached to the MD player in Figure 23. 

Figure 25 shows the CD case shown in Figure 5 removed from the backpack with 
earphones attached. 

Figure 26 shows the angle converter cable shown in Figure 24. 

Figure 27 shows the belt clip on the CD case shown in Figure 5. 

Figure 28 shoes the remote control breakout flap on the backpack in Figure 1. 

Figure 29 shows a remote control cable on the backpack in Figure 1 . 

Figure 30 shows griptape guards on the backpack in Figure L 

Figure 3 1 shows removable chest straps on the backpack in Figure 1 . 

Figure 32 shows a removable waist strop on the backpack in Figure 1 . 

Figure 33ahows the amplifier unit inside the backpack in Figure 1 . 

Figure 34 shows another view of a backpack in accordance with one embodiment 
of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
Figures 1-3 show various perspective views of one embodiment of a backpack 10 
in accordance with the invention. In Figure 1 a skateboard 12 is attached to the backpack 
10. The skateboard is attached by a multiple accessories module 14 that detaches on one 
side by opening tow clips 16 and 18 and swings open to allow the skateboard to be 
inserted and removed. A bottom weighted skateboard strap 20 wraps around the 



IFi 

ins? 



skateboard and keeps it from slipping out. Two speakers 22 and 24 are mounted inside 
the backpack with protective metal screens on the outside. The speakers are preferably 8 
watt 8 ohm active speakers. 

The main compartment 28 of the backpack is opened by a zipper 26. The main 
5 compartment top 30 includes a multi-player compartment 32, which is designed to hold a 
variety of audio player units such as CD and MD players, radios and cassette tape 
1 players, etc. A plurality of slots 34 in the multi-player compartment 32 permit various 
audio cables to be inserted therein. A pair of Velcro straps 36 holds the audio player in 
place. Elastic cord control straps 37 keep the cords in their proper position. 
10 Alternatively, a CD case 38 shown in Figure 5 may be attached to the multi-player 
compartment by a Velcro panel 40. 

Figure 9 shows a perspective view of the CD case 38. A CD player pocket 42 
holds a CD player while a plurality of CD pockets 44 are contained in a CD compartment 
46. The CD compartment is closeable by means of a zipper. On the back of the CD 
1 5 player pocket is a belt clip 48, shown in Figure 27. Figure 25 shows an accessory strap 
50 also on the back of the CD case 38, which can be used to hold a headphone 52. 

When the CD case 38 is not used the elastic strap 36 can be used to hold a CD 
player as shown in Figure 22. Alternatively, a MD player may be secured by the elastic 
strap 36 as shown in Figures 23 and 24. In Figure 23 a sound source cable 54 is attached 
20 to the MD player. The sound source cable leads to an amplifier unit described below. 
Alternatively, a cable angle adapter 56, also shown in Figure 26, may be attached to the 



6 



p 
•4 



sound source cable to improve the routing of the sound source cable 54. 

The main compartment 28 is shown in Figure 1 1. The backs of the speakers 22 
and 24 protrude into the main compartment. An amplifier unit suspension pocket 58 is 
inside the main compartment 28. An amplifier unit 60 is disposed inside the amplifier 
5 unit suspension pocket 58, which keeps the amplifier unit 60 from hitting the ground 
when the backpack 10 is set down. The amplifier unit 60, also shown in Figures 18, 19 
and 33, is preferably a 5 watt per stereo channel amplifier with loudness enhanced 
output. The amplifier unit 60 can be powered by either 6 or 12 AA alkaline or 
rechargeable batteries. An audio signal from an audio player in the multi-player 
10 compartment 32 passes down the sound source cable 54 inside an internal cable cover 62 
(shown in Figure 4) to the amplifier unit 60. This signal is amplified and sent to cables 
(not shown) that lead from the amplifier unit 60 to the speakers 22 and 24. 

The amplifier unit 60 includes a plurality of batteries 64, a battery door 66, 
speaker outputs 68 and power controls 70. The battery door is accessible from the 
1 5 outside of the backpack by means of an access zipper 71 , shown in Figure 16. As shown 
in Figure 19, the power controls 70 include a sound source cable connector 72, a power 
on/off indicator 74, a power on/off switch 76, an AC power/recharge connector 78 and an 
LED power on/off indicator 80. Access to the power controls 70 may be had from 
outside the backpack -by means of an access zipper 82, shown in Figure 1 7. 
20 A CD pocket 84, shown in Figure 2, 6 and 7, is attached to one side of the 

backpack 10. The CD pocket 84 includes a plurality of CD pockets 86 on the outside. A 
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flap 88 opens by a zipper to permit access to the interior of the CD pocket 84 which 
includes additional CD pockets on the wall of the backpack 10 and on the inside wall of 
the flap 88. 

On the side of the backpack 10 opposite the CD pocket 84 is an elastic jacket 
holder 90, which is shown with a jacket installed in Figure 3. A cinch buckle 92 is used 
to secure the jacket inside the jacket holder 90. 

Adjacent to the CD pocket 84 on the outside of the backpack is a mesh bottle 
holder 94. At the top of the backpack 10 is a carrying handle 96, shown in Figures 3 and 
8. As shown in Figures 14 and 29, remote control unit 98 allows the user to adjust the 
volume while wearing the backpack 10. The remote control unit 98 is attached to the 
backpack shoulder strap 100 by Velcro flaps 102. The shoulder strap 100 is triple 
stitched and double reinforced where it is attached to the main body of the backpack 10, 
as shown in Figure 13. The sound source cable is routed out of the backpack 10 through 
a remote control breakout Velcro flap 104. 

A bottom weighted skateboard strap 106, shown in Figures 1 and 15, keeps the 
skateboard secured behind the multiple accessories module 14. As shown in Figure 12, 
nylon pull tab assists with the operation of the main compartment zipper. Personal 
information may be kept on the tag 110 located on the outside of the inner panel of the 
multiple accessories module 14, as shown in Figure 30. Inside the backpack 
compartment 28 Velcro cable flags 112 keep the sound source cable and the speaker 
cables secure and covered, as shown in Figure 21. 
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The backpack 10 also includes a removable Velcro chest strap 114, and a 
removable Velcro waist strap 1 16, as shown in Figures 31 and 32 respectively. As shown 
in Figures 3 and 30, abrasion resistant griptape guards 1 18 are used to facilitate securing 
the skateboard to the backpack 1 0. 

An AC adapter 120 is shown in Figure 20, which allows the amplifier to be 
powered by AC current instead of the batteries. Also, when rechargeable batteries are 
installed, the AC adapter can be used to recharge the batteries. Figure 34 shows another 
embodiment of the backpack 122 in accordance with the invention. 

The backpack 10 is extremely versatile and can be used in many different ways. 
For example, the backpack may be used as a CD player with a CD player installed in the 
muiti-player compartment 32, with or without the remote control Alternatively, the CD 
player may be installed in the CD case 38 and the CD case worn on the user's belt with 
the belt clip 48. This allow the user to change CDs without removing the backpack. 
Also, in any configuration the user can play music through either the speakers or the 
headphones depending on the particular situation. 

Numerous modifications to and alternative embodiments of the present invention 
will be apparent to those skilled in the art in view of the foregoing description. 
Accordingly, this description is to be construed as illustrative only and is for the purpose 
of teaching those skilled in the art the best mode of carrying out the invention. Details of 
the structure and method may be varied substantially without departing from the spirit of 
the invention and the exclusive use of all the modifications, which come within the scope 



of the appended claims, is reserved. 
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What is claimed is: 



CLAIMS 



1 . A backpack comprising: 

a plurality of side walls attached to a bottom member forming a storage 

compartment; 

a closable top member forming a top of the storage compartment; 
attachment means for releasibly attaching an audio player unit to the 
backpack; 

one or more speakers attached to the side walls; 
an amplifier; 

a cable for electrically coupling an audio signal from the audio player unit 
to the amplifier; and 

a cable for electrically coupling an audio signal from the amplifier to the 
speakers. 

2. The backpack according to Claim 1 wherein the attachment means 
includes an adjustable strap for attaching audio players of different sizes. 

3. The backpack according to Claim 2 further comprising an audio player 
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unit carrying case adapted to be removably attached to the backpack by the attachment 



means. 



4. The backpack according to Claim 3 wherein the audio player carrying 
5 case includes a compartment for holding a plurality of audio CDs. 

5. The backpack according to Claim 3 wherein the audio player carrying 
case includes a clip for attachment to an object other than the backpack. 

0 6. The backpack according to claim 3 wherein the audio player carrying case 

includes an opening for permitting an audio signal wire to pass from an audio player 
inside the carrying case to the outside of the carrying case. 

7. The backpack according to claim I wherein the attachment means is 
located in the top member. 

8. The backpack according to Claim 7 wherein the attachment means 
includes a pocket for enclosing the audio player. 

9. The-backpack according to Claim 8 wherein the top member includes an 
opening for permitting an audio signal wire to pass from the pocket to the amplifier. 
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10. The backpack according to Claim 1 further comprising CD storage 
compartment attached to the outside surface of on of the side walls. 

11. The backpack according to Claim 10 wherein the CD storage 
compartment includes CD pockets enclosed inside the CD storage compartment and 
additional CD pockets attached to the outside of the CD storage compartment 

12. The backpack according to Claim 1 further comprising a carrying handle 
for carrying the backpack. 



1 3. The backpack according to Claim 1 further including: 
a battery unit for powering the amplifier; and 

closable openings in the side walls for allowing access to the battery unit and to 
the amplifier from outside the backpack. 



14. The backpack according to Claim 1 further comprising: 
means for attaching a skateboard to the outside of the backpack; 
means for attaching a water bottle to the outside of the backpack; and 
means for attaching an article of clothing to the outside of the backpack. 
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1 5. An entertainment system comprising: 

a backpack having a plurality of side walls attached to a bottom member 
forming a storage compartment; 

a closable top member forming a top of the storage compartment; 
attachment means for releasibly attaching an audio player unit to the 
backpack; 

one or more speakers attached to the side walls; 
an amplifier; 

a cable for electrically coupling an audio signal from the audio player unit 
to the amplifier; and 

a cable for electrically coupling an audio signal from the amplifier to the 
speakers. 



16. The entertainment system according to Claim 15 wherein the attachment 
means includes an adjustable strap for attaching audio players of different sizes. 

17. The entertainment system according to Claim 16 further comprising an 
audio player unit carrying case adapted to be removably attached to the backpack by the 
attachment means. 

1 8. The entertainment system according to Claim 1 7 wherein the audio player 
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carrying case includes a compartment for holding a plurality of audio CDs. 

19. The entertainment system according to Claim 17 wherein the audio player 
carrying case includes a clip for attachment to an object other than the backpack. 

20. The entertainment system according to claim 17 wherein the audio player 
carrying case includes an opening for permitting an audio signal wire to pass from an 
audio player inside the carrying case to the outside of the carrying case. 
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'(760) 436-4618 



DONALD L. WENSKAY 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 
PATENT. TRADEMARK AND COPYRIGHT CAUSES 
1 32 NORTH EL CAMINO REAL, SUITE 314 
ENCINITAS. CA 92024 

TEL: (858) 824-6652 E-MAIL: WENSKAY@PACBELL. NET 



O 
I- 

February 5, 2001 =^ 



Attorney Docket No.: 00022-001002 

Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C 20231 



Dear Sir: 

Presented for filing is a new non provisional iutility patent application of: 
Applicant: Tonv Magnusson and Brian Reid 

Title . ''Backpack Entertainment System" 

Enclosed are the following papers, including all those required for a filing date under 37 CFR 1 .53 (b): 
Pages of Specification: 10 
Pages of Claims: ^ 
Pages of Abstract: * 
Pages of Drawings: 1 ^ 

Under 37 CFR 1 .53(f) no filing fee is being paid at this time. A duplicate copy of this transmittal letter is 
attached. 

If this application is found to be INCOMPLETE, or it appears that a telephone conference would helpfully 
advance prosecution, please telephone the undersigned at 858-824-6652. 

Kindly acknowledge receipt of this application by returning the enclosed postcard. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Donald L. Wenskay Reg. No. 32661 
Enclosures 




PATENT 

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 00022-001001 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicants : Tony Magnusson and Brian Reid 

Serial no. TBD 

Filed Februarys, 2001 

Title BACKPACK ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington DC 20231 

DECLARATION OF MAILING BY EXPRESS MAIL 
DONALD L. WENS KAY declares as follows: 

1 . I reside at 2705 Sombrosa Carlsbad, CA 92024 and am registered to 
practice under Reg. No. 32661. 

2. On FEBRUARY 5, 2001, 1 deposited in the mail, Express Mail service 
of the United States Postal Service the contents of the envelope for which Express Mail receipt 
No. EK803160649US was issued addressed to: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, 
Washington, DC 2023 L 

3. Attached hereto is a true copy of the Express Mail receipt No. 

EK803160649US. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are 
true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further 
that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
above-identified application or any patents issued thereon. 



Date: Z-g" ~Q / 
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United States Patent and Trademark Offige 



09/777,232 



COMMISSONER FOR FfcTEWTS 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 

WtSHiNGiON. O.C. 20231 

www.ioptagov 



APPLICATION NUMBER | FILING/RECEIPT DATE | FIRST NAMED APPLICANT | ATTORNEY DOCKET NUhffl~ 



02/05/2001 



Tony Magnusson 



00022-001002 



DONALD L. WENSKAY 

PATENT, TRADEMARK AND COPYRIGHT CAUSES 
SUITE 314 

132 NORTH EL CAMINO REAL 
ENCINITAS, CA 92024 



CONFIRMATION NO. 1541 
FORMALITIES LETTER 



•OC0O0000005853550* 



Date Mailed: 03/12/2001 



NOTICE TO FILE MISSING PARTS OF NONPROVISIONAL APPLICATION 
FILED UNDER 37 CFR 1.53(b) 
Filing Date Granted 

An application number and filing date have been accorded to this application. The item(s) indicated below, 
however, are missing. Applicant is given TWO MONTHS from the date of this Notice within which to file all 
required items and pay any fees required below to avoid abandonment. Extensions of time may be obtained 
by filing a petition accompanied by the extension fee under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

• The statutory basic filing fee is missing. 

Applicant must submit $ 710 to complete the basic filing fee and/or file a smalt entity statement claiming 
such status (37 CFR 1.27). 

• The oath or declaration is missing. 

• To avoid abandonment, a late filing fee or oath or declaration surcharge as set forth in 37 CFR 1.16(e) 
of $130 for a non-small entity, must be submitted with the missing items identified in this letter. 

• The balance due by applicant is $ 840. 



A copy of this notice MUST be returned with the reply. 



Customer Service Center 

Initial Patent Examination Division (703) 308-1202 
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ATTY. DOCKET NO/TITLE 



09/777,232 



02/05/2001 



Tony Magnusson 



00022-001002 



DONALD L. WENSKAY 

PATENT, TRADEMARK AND COPYRIGHT CAUSES 
SUITE 314 

132 NORTH EL CAMINO REAL 
ENCINITAS, CA 92024 



CONFIRMATION NO. 1541 

ABANDONMENT/TERMINATION 
LETTER 



*OC00000Q008659993* 



Date Mailed: 08/21/2002 



NOTICE OF ABANDONMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1.53 (f) OR (g) 

The above-identified application is abandoned for failure to timely or properly reply to the Notice to File Missing 
Parts (Notice) mailed on 03/12/2001. 

• No reply was received. 

A petition to the Commissioner under 37 CFR 1 .137 may be filed requesting that the application be revived. 

Under 37 CFR 1.137(a), a petition requesting the application be revived on the grounds of UNAVOIDABLE 
DELAY must be filed promptly after the applicant becomes aware of the abandonment and such petition must be 
accompanied by: (1) an adequate showing of the cause of unavoidable delay; (2) the required reply to the above- 
identified Notice; (3) the petition fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(1); and (4) a terminal disclaimer if required by 37 
CFR 1.137(d). 

Under 37 CFR 1.137(b), a petition requesting the application be revived on the grounds of UNINTENTIONAL 
DELAY must be filed promptly after applicant becomes aware of the abandonment and such petition must be 
accompanied by: (1) a statement that the entire delay was unintentional; (2) the required reply to the above- 
identified Notice; (3) the petition fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(m); and (4) a terminal disclaimer if required by 37 

CFR 1.137(d). 

Any questions concerning petitions to revive should be directed to "Office of Petitions" at (703) 305-9282. 



A copy of this notice MUST be returned with the reply. 
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